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Time: Tuesday at 12:00 PM

Weekly Meeting, August 20, 2024
By Jennifer L Douglas
President Marsha Leap called the meeting to order. Ron Denney led the Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance,
Four-way Test and Patriotic Song. Stephanie Colon introduced the guests and visiting Rotarians, and
Tammy Crotteau collected Happy Dollars.

Announcements

President Marsha opened the announcements with a reminder of the social being held the same evening at
Spring Hill Suites. In addition to the school supply drive that would benefit Southwest Elementary and Middle
Schools, donation checks would be presented to each school Principal on behalf of The Lakeland Rotary Club.

Mark Miller reminded everyone that a service opportunity is coming up on September 7th for kidsPACK from
9-11am at their warehouse, which is located at Browning Moving & Storage, 3725 Frontage Rd North in
Lakeland. A possible social will follow at the neighboring Brew Hub.

Fred Oeters highlighted a flier on everyone's table with a QR code. Members are invited to scan the code to
offer input on the meeting's program. Feedback is meant to help the program committee plan future
speakers.

The Lakeland Rotary Club Golf Tournament is still looking for pin flag sponsors. At the $500 level, you can
feature your corporate logo or dedicate it to your favorite veteran. Donations will be used to support Flight to
Honor Mission 10 and will cover airfare costs for the participating veterans. Deadline to commit is August 31st.
Click here to pledge your support.

President Marsha shared a special invitation from the Sunshine Club to join them this Saturday, August
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President Marsha shared a special invitation from the Sunshine Club to join them this Saturday, August
24th, in their suite for the Flying Tigers game. Tickets are $40, and you can register on DACdb. Proceeds will
benefit Polio Plus.

As a final reminder, Pints to End Polio is scheduled for October 24th at Swan Brewing. The event will begin at
5:30pm and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to Polio Plus.

Janice Jones gave an introduction to the day's guest speaker, Kristin Aiken, President & CEO of Achievement
Academy, a nonprofit organization that provides social services to families throughout Polk County. The
mission of Achievement Academy is to give children the opportunity to achieve their maximum potential by
providing early intervention, education, therapy, and family support to those with special needs or at-risk for
developmental delays.

Originally founded as United Cerebral Palsy in 1955, the organization has grown steadily over the years. In
1987, they were able to expand services to children with other developmental delays and became the Child
Development Center of Polk County, Inc. 10 years later, their application to become a Charter School was
approved, and in 2004, they changed their name to Achievement Academy. Today, Achievement Academy
Charter School serves 157 students across three campuses in Lakeland, Bartow and Winter Haven. In
addition, the organization has served thousands of children and families in their homes through their early
intervention program.

Currently, the organization serves children and families through three main programs:

Birth to Three offers early intervention services to children up to three years of age who may be at-risk for
developmental delays due to a variety of factors, including prematurity, social/emotional issues, environmental
issues, or a parentâ€™s concern about their childâ€™s development. They also provide early intervention
services to children who have been identified with a developmental delay.

ESE (Exceptional Student Education) Pre-K classes offer educational services to children with special
needs ages two through five years old, which may include:

1. Small class size with individualized attention.
2. Developmentally appropriate goals and activities.
3. Active parent participation.
4. Individual speech, physical, and occupational therapies.
5. Hearing and vision services.
6. Assistive technology.

One-on-one Therapy may include individual Physical, Speech, and Occupational Therapy sessions.
Therapists work closely with teachers and parents in a collaborative team approach that makes sure each child
is reaching their goals.

Achievement Academy has been a United Way partner since 1957. Therapies are always provided at no
charge to parents. Instead, the organization relies on private donations to continue services. Their largest
fundraiser of the year is Top Chef of Polk County, which is scheduled for February 24, 2025.

To learn more, visit their website at achievementacademy.com.

https://achievementacademy.com/
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To learn more, visit their website at achievementacademy.com.

As a token of the club's gratitude, President Marsha presented Kristin with The Lakeland Rotary Club journal
and an honor coin. She closed the meeting with her Thought of the Day. August is Membership and New Club
Development month. In a previous survey, the membership had listed "networking" as one of the top
reasons for joining Rotary. In consideration of that, Marsha dedicated the final few minutes of the meeting to
group networking.
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Events

September 10th
The Lakeland Rotary Club Board of Directors Meeting

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/wp_api_prod_1-1/R_Event.cfm?fixTables=0&fixImages=0&EventID=77710271

	Speakers
	Club Meeting
	Weekly Meeting, August 20, 2024
	Birthdays
	Years of Service
	Club Leaders
	Events


